Occlusal plane: a clinical evaluation.
The observation of the evolutionary characteristics of Hominid, of the ontogenesis of the occlusal biologic system and of the architectural influence of the occlusal field on the craniofacial morphology brings the evidence of the need for a clinical evaluation of the occlusal plane as an alternative approach to diagnosis in each treatment of the child, adolescent, adult or elder person. The purpose of this paper is to specify some indicators on the occlusal plane with regards to its inclination, length, continuity that facilitate the differential diagnosis especially during development, including those related to orofacial pain and TMJ disturbances.